
Now that the High Holidays are behind 

us, we can focus our attention on how and 

why our religious school is important.  The 

very fact that you have your children 

enrolled in a Religious School is a 

statement about your commitment to 

Judaism. 

The partnership between family and 

Temple is critical.  Because most of our 

students attend religious school for two 

hours on Sundays, and some for another 

hour once each week, it is important to 

connect what they are learning and 

experiencing at the Temple with what we 

do at home. What would that look like? 

We don’t live in a 

city with a major 

Jewish 

population.  We are, for the most part, 

what our kids have—home and 

congregation, for their Jewishness. 

 

As a team:  faculty, congregation, 

families and support staff, we not only 

have a great responsibility to provide a 

“oneness” about Judaism, it is our gift to 

the future.  Our time with your children 

may be limited, but it is not without scope 

and devotion. 
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  Under the supervision of master chef 

Randy Kurjan, and the yummy recipe from 

her mother’s repertoire,  some of our 

Middle School students learned how to 

prepare, roll, bake, and eat delicious 

Rugelach in the Temple kitchen as an 

afternoon activity last month.    

Everyone had a great time, learned a lot 

about all the work, preparation, and time 

it takes to create these delicious, bite-

size, and traditional Jewish delicacies.   

The geographic history of this cookie 

was explained and discussed noting that 

almost every European and some Russian 

cultures had some type of similar but 

slightly different cookie in its 

background as well. 

News 

By Judi Kleiman 

 

 

Victoria Hamlin, Chris Valentino, Miyah Shatz 

Randy Kurjan, Sarah Feldman  

http://bethyam.org/
mailto:bethyamrs@gmail.com
http://bethyam.org/
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December 
Religious School Hebrew School 

1 
No School 
 

5 
4:30 - 5:45 
Hebrew School 

8 
9:15 - 12:00 
Kita Gan  
Aleph Bet Gimel  
  
11:30  
Boker Tov 
  

12 
4:30 - 5:45 
Hebrew School 

15 
9:15 - 12:00 
Kita Gan  
Aleph Bet Gimel  
Gesher 
  
11:30  
Boker Tov 

19 
4:30 - 5:45 
Hebrew School 

22 

No School  

26 
No School 

29 
 No School  

 
 

 November 

Religious School Hebrew School 

3 
9:15 - 12:00 
Aleph Bet Gimel  
Gesher 
  
11:30  
Boker Tov 
  
Chanukah Bazaar 

7 
4:30 - 5:45 
Hebrew School 

10 
9:15 - 12:00 
Kita Gan  
Aleph Bet Gimel  
High School 
  

Boker Tov 
 

12:30-2:00 
Middle School  
 

2:00 
Kristallnacht 

14 
4:30 - 5:45 
Hebrew School 

17 
9:15 - 11:30 (Early Dismissal) 

Kita Gan 
Aleph Bet Gimel 
Gesher 
  
 

No Boker Tov 
 
 
 

                1:00  
                Kids & Klutzes 
  
 

 
Student Chanukah  
Party 

21 
4:30 - 5:45 
Hebrew School 

24 
No School 

28 
No School 
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Upcoming Events 

November 17th Chanukah party will be held in the  

Social Hall from 10:30 - 11:30 AM. 

There will be games, snacks and activities 

for all the children. 

 We would appreciate some parent 

participation to help decorate the room, 

provide latkes, applesauce and sufganiyot 

(donut holes).  Please contact Judi Kleiman 

to arrange for these items. 

 There will be no Boker Tov on this day. 

 Early dismissal  - 11:30 AM - due to the 

Men’s Club Kids and Klutzes Baseball game 

at Hilton Head Plantation at 1:00 PM. 
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Family Education 

Is it true that . . . 

 • Thanksgiving falls on Chanukah this year, 

 • It’s never happened before, and 

 • It will never happen again? 

Chanukah was declared a Jewish 

national holiday 2178 years ago. 

Thanksgiving was declared a 

national American holiday on the 

last Thursday of every November 

by Abraham Lincoln in 1863. 

Thanksgiving coincided with the 

first day of Chanukah on November 

29, 1888. It also coincided with 

the fifth day of Chanukah on 

November 30, 1899. On November 

28, 1918, Thanksgiving was on 

Chanukah eve. But since it’s still 

Thanksgiving until midnight, and 

Jewish days begin at night, that 

would still mean that Jewish 

Americans would have eaten their 

turkeys that Thanksgiving to the 

light of their first Chanukah 

candle. 

Originally, Thanksgiving was always 

on the last Thursday of November. 

In 1939, FDR decided it would be 

good for the economy to push 

Thanksgiving back a little, so he 

declared the fourth Thursday of 

that November to be 

Thanksgiving—even though there 

were five Thursdays to November 

that year. In 1942, that became 

federal law. 

 

 

 

Will it ever 

happen again?  

If we assume that: 

 1. Thanksgiving will be 

celebrated on the same 

schedule, 

 2. The people celebrating 

Thanksgiving will continue 

following the Gregorian 

calendar without 

modification, 

 3. The Jewish calendar will 

continue on its current 19

-year cycle, 

 

. . . then the next time the two 

will coincide would be when 

Thanksgiving falls on Chanukah 

eve in the year 2070. That would 

repeat itself in 2165! 

Answer: 

Question: 

Yes,  

this Chanukah, if you’re celebrating 

Thanksgiving, you’ll want to light the second 

candle of the menorah at your turkey dinner. 

No,  

it’s not true that this has never happened before.  
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Spotlight 
By Nancy Lerner 

Welcome to the Gimel Class. Our 

year began with the customs and 

traditions of the holidays of Rosh 

Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot and 

Simchat Torah. The material 

included historical significance of 

each holiday, and a lesson on the 

Hebrew calendar and how it 

differs from our own. 

This year a “kid’s mensch 

handbook” has been added to the 

curriculum. We began by 

brainstorming the definition of a 

mensch.  Presently we are focused 

on making good mensch choices, 

and putting them into action. One 

example is Tzedakah, where we 

made and decorated Tzedakah 

boxes. Each child brought their 

box home, and was encouraged to 

complete the action part of being a 

mensch by making weekly 

contributions. 

In Hebrew, the children are 

working on the Friday Shabbat 

prayers.  They are also reviewing 

Hebrew letters and having fun 

playing Hebrew games and speed 

reading. 

Enid Shiansky and Nancy Lerner 

are pleased to have the 

opportunity to teach your children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

left to right top row: 

 

 

left to right bottom row: 

 



November 3: Ellie Morgan Mastrorocco 
November 3: Laird Kennedy 
November 29: Chris Valentino 
November 14: Harrison Luba 
November 2: Jessica Laci Staigar 
December 11: Baruk Srivastava 
December 14: Isaiah Shatz 
December 24: Eve Cleveland 

Birthday Wishes 
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Take a look at how you 

can help your child become 

even more Hebrew 

proficient! 

Sarah and David 

Interactive Apps will make 

learning the letters and 

learning to read a 

breeze.  The learning can 

take place anywhere and 

anytime you have a few 

minutes to learn a letter or 

a new reading skill.   

 

 The Aleph Bet Story is 

currently available as an app 

in the iTunes Store.   

The Sarah & David System 

This is a new curriculum 

piece introduced in the 

2 Gimel classes this 

year.  It includes a 

reference book for the 

students and a 

guidebook for the 

teacher.   

 The students are 

introduced to the 

theme with a basic understanding of what it 

means to be a Mensch and participate in the 

discussion with their own ideas and 

thoughts. 

 We welcome parents to participate in this 

endeavor by submitting their ideas and 

observations of how their children are 

demonstrating “Menschy” behavior.  These 

submissions, as the children have been 

discussing, are those good deeds that are 

given from the heart, with no particular 

reward, and have nothing to do with what 

the expectations are in terms of family 

responsibilities. 

 If you are further interested in reviewing 

the materials the students are using in the 

classrooms, you are welcome to come in and 

take a look at them! 

BEAM: BE A Mensch 

Faculty 

Kita Gan Preschool Debbie Urato  

Aleph K & 1 Tal Gur  

Bet 2 & 3 Sarah Bornstein  

Gimel   
Nancy Lerner  

4 & 5  
Enid Shiansky  

Thursday  

Hebrew   
Gimel    

Janice Kaden  

Sarah Bornstein  

Gesher Pre-B'nai Mitzvah Judy Bluestone  

Middle School   Post-B'nai Mitzvah 
Judi Kleiman  

Sarah Bornstein  

High School 10-12 Rabbi Bloom  

Youth Group  7-12  
Sheryl Keating  

Sarah Bornstein  

Thank you members, 

friends and families for your 

continued support of our 

Publix Partners Program. 

which is directly deposited 

into the Religious School 

Fund. 

If you wish to distribute 

additional Publix Partner key 

tags to your neighbors, 

friends  and families living in 

South Carolina, Georgia, 

Alabama and Tennessee, they 

are available in the CBY 

office.   

Since the inception of this 

worthwhile program, 

approximately 4 years ago , 

we have received $5321.05 

from Publix!  They have made 

an amazing difference in the 

finances of our Religious 

School. 

Thank You! 

Click for site 

Listen to the Hebrew Aleph Bet Rock Song! 

For this quarter  

CBY has been awarded 

$525.00 

http://www.sarahdavid.com/
http://www.sarahdavid.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cT4btENpqOE

