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Yom HaShoah was inaugurated in 1951, signed 

into law by the Prime Minister of Israel David Ben-
Gurion and the President of Israel Yitzhak Ben-Zvi. 
The original proposal was to hold Yom HaShoah on 
the 14th of Nisan, the anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising (April 19, 1943), but this was 
problematic because the 14th of Nisan is the day 
immediately before Pesach (Passover). The date was 
moved to the 27th of Nisan, which is eight days 
before Yom HaAtzma’ut or Israeli Independence 
Day. 

 
Most Jewish communities hold a solemn 

ceremony on this day, but there is no institutionalized 
ritual accepted by all Jews. Lighting memorial 
candles and reciting the Kaddish - the prayer for the 
departed - are common. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Israel 
 

Yom HaShoah opens in Israel at sundown in a 
state ceremony held at the Warsaw Ghetto Plaza at 
Yad V’Shem, and the Holocaust Martyrs and Heroes 
Authority in Jerusalem. During the ceremony the 
national flag is lowered to half staff, the President and 
the Prime Minister deliver speeches, Holocaust 
survivors light six torches symbolizing the 
approximately six million Jews who perished in the 
Holocaust, and the Chief Rabbis recite prayers. 

 
At 10:00 AM on Yom HaShoah, sirens are 

sounded throughout Israel for two minutes. During 
this time, people cease from action and stand at 
attention; cars stop, even on the highways; and the 
whole country comes to a standstill as people pay 
silent tribute to the dead. 

 
On Yom HaShoah ceremonies and services are 

held at schools, military bases, and in other public 
and community organizations. 
 
Abroad 
 

Those Jews in the Diaspora who observe Yom 
HaShoah may observe it within the synagogue, as 
well as in the broader Jewish community.  

 
Commemorations range from synagogue services 

to communal vigils and educational programs. Many 
Yom HaShoah programs feature a talk by a Holocaust 
survivor or a direct descendant, recitation of 
appropriate psalms, songs and readings, or viewing of 
a Holocaust-themed film. 

Historic Background of Yom HaShoah 
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Prelude Music ........ Schindler’s List ................................................... David Kimbell and John Martin Marks 

Processional ........... Ani Ma’amin-I Believe (Folk) ...................................... Cantor Dubin and Shabbat Choir 

Survivors, their children and the youth of Congregation Beth Yam will light candles 

Reading .................. We Commune .............................................................................................. Rabbi Bloom 

Welcome and Introduction: Jeremiah 17:5-8 .............................................................................. Rabbi Bloom 

Reading .................. A Brave Act .................................................................................... Michael Goldschmidt 

Reading .................. Statement by Johje Vos  .................................................................. Michael Goldschmidt 

Music ..................... Save a Life (Friedman) ................................................................................ Cantor Dubin 

Reading .................. Jules-Gerard Saliege .................................................................................. Sam Birnbaum 

Reading .................. Cornelia ten Boom  ................................................................................. Mark Britanisky 

Reading .................. Excerpt from President  Barak Obama.  
Speech  at the Israel Embassy in honor of  
recently inducted Americans into  
Yad V’Shem’s Righteous Among the Nations, January 27,2016  ............. Janice Fradkin 

Music ..................... Eli Eli  (Halichah L’Keisariah) .................................................................... Cantor Dubin 

Introduction of Becky Smith, niece of Lois Gunden-Righteous Among the Nations  ................ Rabbi Bloom 

A Story of Righteous Among the Nations  

Music ..................... Yeish Kochavim (Klepper) ........................................... Cantor Dubin and Shabbat Choir 

Reading .................. Yizkor In Memorium ........................................................................................ Alan Baer 

Music ..................... El Maleh Rachamim (Steinsnyder) .............................................................. Cantor Dubin 

Reading .................. El Maleh Rachamim, English Translation ................................................... Rabbi Bloom 

Reading .................. Everyone Has a Name ................................................................................ Sophie Miklos 

Reading .................. Kaddish L’Yom HaShoah ................................................... Rabbi Bloom & Alan Kupfer 

Announcements .....  ................................................................................................................... Janice Fradkin 

Music ..................... May the Memory (Shur) ............................................................................. Shabbat Choir 

Reception  .............................................................................................................................. In the Social Hall 

Yom HaShoah Program 
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HaShiur A Journal of Ideas, Spring 2009 
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 Ani Ma’Amin - I Believe 
Folk 

"The opposite of love is not hate, it's indifference. The opposite of art is not ugliness, it's indifference. 
The opposite of faith is not heresy, it's indifference. The opposite of life is not death, it's indifference." 

This incredible image depicts Jews, not in hiding, but within an transit 
camp in Holland lighting a Menorah on Hanukkah. If you look carefully, 
you can see just how packed this room is. 
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Today, on the 27th of Nissan, Holocaust 
Martyrs' and Heroes/ Remembrance 
Day, we commune with the memory 
Of the six million members of our 
nation who perished as tormented 
martyrs at the hand of the Nazis and 
their helpers; 
Of the communities and families 
of the House of Jacob that were 
destroyed and obliterated in a 
malevolent scheme to eradicate 
the name and civilization of Israel 
from under heaven, 
We remember with respectful 
awe 
The fortitude of our brethren 
who gave their lives for their 
people in sanctity and purity; 
The sublime valor of those 
quarantined in the ghettos 
and of the fighters who rose 
and kindled the flame of rebellion 
to redeem their people's honor; 
The lofty, relentless struggle of 
the Jewish masses for their 
humanity and their Jewish 
civilization; 
[And] the Righteous among 
the nations, who saved Jews 
at the risk of their own lives. 

We Commune 
Abba Kovner,  
as quoted in  

Beneath the Starry Sky: Melodies of Remembrance. 

Yesterdays and then Tomorrows 
Holocaust Anthology of Testimonies and Readings 
Compiled and edited by Safira Rapoport, Pg 186 

"For evil to flourish, it only requires good men to do nothing." 
   Simon Wiesenthal 
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‘A brave act, by definition implies risk-taking. The issue to consider is, for whose sake 
is the risk taken? Is it for the sake of the individual himself or herself, a close relative, 
a dear friend, or is it a commitment to one's group or society? The more distant and 
intangible the cause, the greater the courage implied by the action. At the Farthest ex-
treme of motivation we find those who do not act for themselves or for them close kin 
but, like Emile Zola, for the sake of an abstract idea. 
I maintain that there is even something more courageous than that. It is when one hu-
man being risks everything in order to help save another human being 
who has been hunted down, degraded, and abandoned by all’ 
  
Shlomo Breznitz in The Courage to Care:  
Rescuers of Jews During the Holocaust p. 151 

‘Some people have asked me whether I was ever afraid. Oh, God, yes! I was scared to 
death. And very near death also. 
At one point I was in the hands of the Gestapo, my husband was in jail, and the Nazis 
were doing a lot of house searching.  
We were hiding 36 people, 32 Jews and four others who were also being sought by the 
Gestapo… It was not always easy and often we were frightened but we were able to 
help a little bit, and we did it because we believed it was the right thing to do.’ 
 
 
Joyje Vos, honored by Yad Vashem, along with her husband, Art, as a Righteous 
Gentile, in The Courage to Care: Rescuers of Jews During the Holocaust, p.27. 

A Brave Act 
 

Statement by Joyje Vos 
 

The Holocaust and the Christian World 
Edited by Carol Rittner, Stephen D. Smith, Irena Steinfeldt, Pg 152 

The Holocaust and the Christian World 
Edited by Carol Rittner, Stephen D. Smith, Irena Steinfeldt, Pg 152 

"They thought we were stupid to do it (hide Jews) of course; in fact, it was beyond their comprehension that 
we would risk so much for Jews. 
   Diet Eman   "Things We Couldn't Say" 

If you saw a dog going to be crushed under a car, wouldn't you help him? 
   Oskar Schindler 
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Broken hearts, shattered vision,  
pieced together, one by one. 
 
Hurt another and the world’s destroyed,  
but save a life and you will save the world. 
 
No more darkness, no more hiding,  
no more crying, no more lies. 
 
Looking for the way back home again;  
save a life and you will save the world. 
 
Darkness fades, the morning light appears;  
shadows dance and come to greet the day. 
 
The voices of angels sing,  
words of comfort whispering;  
Save a life and you will save the world.  
Save the world.  
 
In the garden, voices singing,  
wipe your eyes now,  
no more fears.  
Take my hand,  
we’ll build the world together;  
save a life and you will save the world. 
 
Morning comes,  
a new day has begun;  
see the light and come to greet the day. 
 
The voices of angels sing,  
words of comfort whispering;  

Save a life and you will save the world.  
 
No more darkness, no more hiding,  
no more crying, no more lies. 
 
Looking for the way back home again;  
save a life and you will save the world. 
 
Take my hand,  
we’ll build the world together  
save a life,  
and you will save the world.  
 
Take my hand,  
we’ll build the world together  
save a life,  
and you will save the world.  

 Save A Life 
Friedman 

"If I am not for myself, who will be for me?  And if I am only for myself, What am I? 
And if not now, when? 

   Hillel 

Singing in the DP Camp, 1946 
This image of an unknown teenager singing in a DP 
Camp (where they held Holocaust survivors for a 
while) is just so beautiful. There’s something so spe-
cial about seeing an image of so many survivors in 
one picture, smiling, and with this girl in the center 
looking absolutely joyous.  
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Jules-Gerard Saliege was the Archbishop of Toulouse. During the war he was 
already old and frail, but still a man of great popularity and authority. He stood 
out against Vichy from the start. In fact, he first voiced concern about Nazism 
in 1937, when Pope Pius XI published his pastoral letter, With Burning 
Concern, which dealt with anti-Christian aspects of Nazism. Saliege expressed 
his own concerns in line with the Pope's letter in his sermons and writings.  

After France was defeated in 1940 he publicly denounced racism. In 1941 he 
was a leading voice against the anti-Jewish laws proclaimed by the French 
collaborationist Vichy Government. In this, Saliege stood in stark contrast to 
the attitude represented by Leon Berard's letter, condoning anti-Jewish 
measures. In 1942, when the deportation of French Jews started, Saliege 
published a pastoral letter of his own, denouncing the deportations:  

   ‘That children, that women, fathers and mothers should 
be treated like animals, that family members should be 
separated and sent off to an unknown destination, it has 
been reserved for our own time to see such a sad spectacle. 
Why does the right of sanctuary no longer exist in our 
churches? Why are we defeated? ... The Jews are real men 
and women. 

Foreigners are real men and women. They cannot be 
abused without limit. ... They are part of the human 
race. They are our brothers like so many others.  
A Christian cannot forget it.’ 

   Four other French bishops in the unoccupied zone of France 
followed Saliege's example and issued pastorals. 

   After the publication of his pastoral letter Saliege became one of 
the leaders of the efforts to stop the deportation of the Jews. His 
opposition to the deportations and to the persecution of the Jews 
brought about a change in French public opinion. As a result of this 
change, more Jews could now find hiding places with the French 
population. Vichy officials asked the Papal Nuncio to send 
Archbishop Saliege on a retreat with the hope that his influence on 
French Catholics and on French public opinion would diminish. 

 

Archbishop Jules-Gerard Saliege 

Jews being deported from France 

The Holocaust and the Christian World 
Edited by Carol Rittner, Stephen D. Smith, Irena Steinfeldt, Pg 92 

Jules-Gerard Saliege 
 

‘The Jews are real men and women. Foreigners are real men and women. They cannot be abused without 
limit . . . They are part of the human race. They are our brothers like so many others. A Christian cannot 
forget it.’       Archbishop Jules-Gerard Saliege 
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The Holocaust and the Christian World 
Edited by Carol Rittner, Stephen D. Smith, Irena Steinfeldt, Pg 169 

Cornelia ten Boom was born in Amsterdam in 1892 and moved to Haarlem at a very 
young age. During the war her family spearheaded a rescue operation in Holland that 
helped many Jews. Motivated by their Christian faith, they hid Jews in their own home 
and risked their lives while finding hiding places with other families, getting food 
supplies and food coupons for rationed foodstuffs for the many hidden Jews in their 
care. They had built a secret hiding room in their home, concealing the entrance behind 
a cabinet. There were four permanent residents in this place, but it also served as a 
temporary refuge for Jews who were waiting for more permanent shelter. When a new 
family was found that was willing to help Jews, Cornelia ten Boom would go there and 

see to it that a proper hiding place was built. She would also visit the Jews in 
hiding regularly to make sure they were safe. She provided medical care for 

the concealed Jews, and sometimes had to make arrangements for burial 
in Christian cemeteries for Jews who had died in hiding. The whole 
family and many others were involved in the rescue operations, and 
eventually paid a very high price for their courageous deeds.  
The whole family was arrested, betrayed by a traitor. Cornelia's 
elderly father died in prison, and she and her sister were sent to 
Ravensbruck, the concentration camp for women in Germany. Even 
in the camp, Cornelia was a source of support and comfort for her 

fellow inmates, telling them stories from the Bible and helping them to 
keep their faith. After the war Cornelia said that she sensed God's 

presence in Ravensbruck more than she had ever known before. This 
helped her make sense of her suffering. She related that the Lord clearly said to 

her and her sister Betsie: ‘It is for My People you must suffer.’ Cornelia was eventually 
released from the camp, but her sister Betsie died there. Her brother died of an ailment 
that resulted from his imprisonment. 

‘If Jesus says to 
love our enemies, 
He gives us the 
love that He asks 
from us. I have 
always believed, 
and now I know 
from personal 
experience, that 
the light of Jesus is 
stronger than the 
deepest darkness. 
A child of God 
cannot sink deeply 
endlessly; the arms 
of the Eternal are 
always deeper.’ 

The ten Boom family before the war. Four members of the 
ten Boom family perished having been arrested for helping 

Jews; Cornelia’s father Casper ten Boom (who is shown sit-
ting center), her brother Willem, her sister Betsie and their 

nephew Kik. 

Cornelia ten Boom 
 

She related  
that the Lord  
clearly said to  
her and her  
sister Betsie:  

‘It is for My People 
you must suffer.’ 
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     The Talmud teaches that if a person destroys 
one life, it is as if they’ve destroyed an entire 
world, and if a person saves one life, it is as if 
they’ve saved an entire world. 

What an extraordinary honor to be with you as 
we honor four Righteous individuals whose 
courage is measured in the lives they saved – one 
child, one refugee, one comrade at a time – and 
who, in so doing, helped save our world. 

To the survivors, families of the Righteous and 
those they saved, to all the distinguished guests:  
We gather to honor the newest of the Righteous 
Among the Nations and make real the call to 
“never forget,” not just on this day of 
remembrance, but for all days and for all time.   

The four lives we honor tonight make a claim on 
our conscience, as well as our moral imagination.  
We hear their stories, and we are forced to ask 
ourselves, under the same circumstances, how 
would we act?  How would we answer God’s 
question, where are you?  Would we show the love 
of Walery and Maryla Zbijewski?  There, in 
Warsaw, they could have been shot for opening 
their home to a five-year-old girl.  Yet they cared 
for her like one of their own, gave her safety and 
shelter and moments of warmth, of family and 
music -- a shield from the madness outside until 
her mother could return. 

Would we have the extraordinary compassion of 
Lois Gunden?  She wrote that she simply hoped to 
“add just another ray of love to the lives of these 
youngsters” who had already endured so much.  
And by housing and feeding as many Jewish 
children as she could, her ray of love always shone 
through, and still burns within the families of those 
she saved. 

Would we have the courage of Master Sergeant 
Roddie Edmonds? I know your dad said he was 
just doing his job, but he went above and beyond 
the call of duty, and so did all those who joined in 
that line.  Faced with a choice of giving up his 
fellow soldiers or saving his own life, Roddie 
looked evil in the eye and dared a Nazi to shoot.  
His moral compass never wavered.  He was true to 

his faith, and he saved some 200 Jewish American 
soldiers as a consequence.  It’s an instructive 
lesson, by the way, for those of us Christians.  I 
cannot imagine a greater expression of Christianity 
than to say, I, too, am a Jew. 

And finally, all of us have a responsibility to 
speak out, and to teach what’s right to our children, 
and to examine our own hearts.  That’s the lesson 
of the Righteous we honor today – the lesson of the 
Holocaust itself:  Where are you?  Who are you?  
That's the question that the Holocaust poses to us.  
We have to consider even in moments of peril, 
even when we might fear for our own lives, the fact 
that none of us are powerless.  We always have a 
choice.  And today, for most of us, standing up 
against intolerance doesn’t require the same risks 
that those we honor today took.  It doesn’t require 
imprisonment or that we face down the barrel of a 
gun.  It does require us to speak out. It does require 
us to stand firm.  We know that evil can flourish if 
we stand idly by. 

I want to close with what I’m told is a Jewish 
legend.  It’s said that within every generation there 
are 36 virtuous individuals – individuals so 
honorable, so filled with compassion, that their 
good works sustain the very existence of the world.  
They are called Lamed Vovniks, and without them, 
society crumbles, according to the legend.  We 
don’t know who they are.  They’re entirely 
indistinguishable, ordinary people – like Walery 
and Maryla and Lois and Roddie.  You wouldn’t 
necessarily recognize them in a crowd.  But I 
believe that their generation – the generation of 
Schindler and Wallenberg and Karski – demanded 
a lot more than 36.  It called for more than 26,000 
Righteous Among the Nations.  It called for the 
millions of heroes who did not go quietly and who 
stood up and fought back. 

And may we all strive to live up to their noble 
example, to be the Lamed Vovniks of our 
generation, to do our part to sustain each other and 
to embrace the humanity that we share, and in so 
doing, save our world.  

Excerpt from 

Remarks by President Barack Obama  
at Righteous Among Nations Award Ceremony  

January 27, 2016  
Embassy of Israel,  
Washington, D.C. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/thepressoffice/2016/01/27/remarkspresidentrighteousamongnationsawardceremony 
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Yeish Kochavim 
(Friedman) 

Eli Eli (Halichah L’Keisariah) 
 

"The last of the human freedoms To choose one's  
attitude in any given set of circumstances 
To choose one's own way." 
   Dr. Viktor Frankl, Holocaust Survivor 

"I will never be able to go back to Stockholm, without 
knowing inside myself, that I'd done all a man could 

possibly do to save as many Jews as possible." 
   Raoul Wallenberg 

"Despite everything, I believe that people are really good at heart." 
   Anne Frank 
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Let us remember our brothers and our sisters 
The homes in the cities and houses in the villages 
The streets of the town that bustled like rivers 
And the inn standing solitary on the way. 
The old man with his etched-out features 
The mother in her sweater 
The girl with the plaits 
And the children. 
 
The thousands of Jewish communities 
With their families 
The whole Jewish people 
That was brought to the slaughter on the soil 
Of Europe by-the German destroyer. 
The man who screamed out suddenly 
And died while screaming 
The woman who clutched a baby to her breast 
And whose arms tumbled down. 
The baby whose fingers groped for her mother's 
Nipple which was blue and cold 
The legs, the legs that sought refuge 
And there was no escape. 
And those who clenched their hands into fists 
The fists that gripped the steel 
The steel that was the weapon of the vision 
The despair and the revolt. 
And those with staunch hearts 
And those with open eyes 
And those who sacrificed themselves without 
Being able to save others. 
 
We shall remember the day. 
The day in its noon, the sun 
That rose over the stake of blood 
The skies that stood high and silent 
We shall remember the mounds of ash 
Beneath flowering parks. 
Let the living remember their dead for 
Behold they are here 
Before us 
Behold their eyes cast around and about 
So let us not rest 
May our lives be worthy of their memory. 
 
 
 

Yizkor 
Abba Kovner* 

Yesterdays and then Tomorrows 
Holocaust Anthology of Testimonies and Readings 
Compiled and edited by Safira Rapoport, Pg 222 

“Even unto them will I give 
mine house and within my 

house and within my walls a 
place and a name better than 

of sons and of daughters: I 
will give them an everlasting 

name. I will give them an 
everlasting name, that shall 

not be cut off.”  
(Isaiah 56:5) 

Jerusalem, Israel:  
The Eternal Light  

in the Hall of Remembrance  
at Yad Vashem. 

* Abba Kovner 
was an 

underground 
leader and 

partisan 
commander in 

the Vilna 
Ghetto, one of 

the architects of 
the Bericha, a 

poet and a 
writer. 

 
As quoted in 
Beneath the 
Starry Sky: 
Melodies of 

Remembrance. 
Israel: The 

Ghetto Fighters' 
House—

Holocaust and 
Resistance 

Heritage 
Museum, 

1999, 
quoted .from the 
printed material 
accompanying a 

CD-ROM 
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 El Malei Rachamim 
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Everyone has a name 
given to him by God 
and given to him by his parents 
Everyone has a name 
given to him by his stature 
and the way he smiles 
and given to him by his clothing 
Everyone has a name 
given to him by the mountains 
and given to him by his walls 
Everyone has a name 
given to him by the stars 
and given to him by his neighbors 
Everyone has a name 
given to him by his sins 
and given to him by his longing 
Everyone has a name 
given to him by his enemies 
and given to him by his love 
Everyone has a name 
given to him by his holidays 
and given to him by his work 
Everyone has a name 
given to him by the seasons 
and given to him by his blindness 
Everyone has a name 
given to him by the sea and 
given to him 
By his death.  
 
 
Pedagogic and Resource Center, Yad Vashem 

Yesterdays and then Tomorrows 
Holocaust Anthology of Testimonies and Readings 
Compiled and edited by Safira Rapoport, Pg 216 

Everyone Has A Name 
Zelda 

"It's Hebrew. It's from the Talmud. It says 'Whoever saves one life, saves the world entire.' " 
   Itzhak Stern in "Schindler's List" 

Shabbat In Buchenwald, 1945 
 
This photo has made the rounds after the 
recent passing of Rabbi Herschel 
Schachter, depicted leading this Shabbat 
service shortly after the liberation of Buch-
enwald. There is something beyond mov-
ing about this image that shows the prison-
ers, still in their garb, still in their prison, 
but liberated and celebrating the most im-
portant day of the week.  
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May, may, may the memory  

of good people bless our days, 

Bless, bless our days,  

bless our days 

Zeicher, zeicher,  

zeicher tzadik, livrachah,  

Livrachah, zeicher,  

zeicher tzadik livrachah 

May the Memory 
Shur 

"I was brought up to believe that a person must be rescued when drowning  
regardless of religion and nationality." 
   Irena Sendler 



19 

 
Images from the Garden of  
                              the Righteous Among Nations  
                                                                   at Yad Vashem 
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Attitudes towards the Jews during 
the Holocaust mostly ranged from 
indifference to hostility. The 
mainstream watched as their 
former neighbors were 
rounded up and killed; 
some collaborated with the 
perpetrators; many 
benefited from the 
expropriation of the Jews 
property. 

In a world of total moral 
collapse there was a small 
minority who mustered 
extraordinary courage to 
uphold human values. These 
were the Righteous Among the 
Nations. They stand in stark 
contrast to the mainstream of 
indifference and hostility that prevailed 
during the Holocaust. Contrary to the general 
trend, these rescuers regarded the Jews as fellow 
human beings who came within the bounds of their 
universe of obligation. 

Most rescuers started off as bystanders. In many 
cases this happened when they were confronted with 
the deportation or the killing of the Jews. Some had 
stood by in the early stages of persecution, when the 
rights of Jews were restricted and their property 
confiscated, but there was a point when they decided 
to act, a boundary they were not willing to cross. 
Unlike others, they did not fall into a pattern of 
acquiescing to the escalating measures against the 
Jews. 

In many cases it was the Jews who turned to the 
non-Jew for help. It was not only the rescuers who 
demonstrated resourcefulness and courage, but also 
the Jews who fought for their survival. Wolfgang 
Benz, who did extensive research on rescue of Jews 
during the Holocaust claims that when listening to 
rescue stories, the rescued persons may seem to be 
only objects for care and charity, however “the 
attempt to survive in illegality was before anything 
else a self assertion and an act of Jewish resistance 
against the Nazi regime. 

Only few were successful in this resistance”. 
Faced with Jews knocking on their door, 

bystanders were faced with the need to make an 
instant decision. This was usually an instinctive 
human gesture, taken on the spur of the moment and 
only then to be followed by a moral choice. Often it 
was a gradual process, with the rescuers becoming 

increasingly involved in helping 
the persecuted Jews. Agreeing 

to hide someone during a 
raid or roundup to provide 

shelter for a day or two 
until something else 
could be found – 
would evolve into a 
rescue that lasted 
months and years. 
The price that 
rescuers had to pay 
for their action 

differed from one 
country to another. In 

Eastern Europe, the 
Germans executed not only 

the people who sheltered 
Jews, but their entire family as 

well. Notices warning the population 
against helping the Jews were posted 

everywhere. Generally speaking punishment was less 
severe in Western Europe, although there too the 
consequences could be formidable and some of the 
Righteous Among the Nations were incarcerated in 
camps and killed. Moreover, seeing the brutal 
treatment of the Jews and the determination on the 
part of the perpetrators to hunt down every single 
Jew, people must have feared that they would suffer 
greatly if they attempted to help the persecuted. In 
consequence, rescuers and rescued lived under 
constant fear of being caught; there was always the 
danger of denunciation by neighbors or collaborators. 
This increased the risk and made it more difficult for 
ordinary people to defy the conventions and rules. 
Those who decided to shelter Jews had to sacrifice 
their normal lives and to embark upon a clandestine 
existence – often against the accepted norms of the 
society in which they lived, in fear of their neighbors 
and friends – and to accept a life ruled by dread of 
denunciation and capture. 

Most rescuers were ordinary people. Some acted 
out of political, ideological or religious convictions; 
others were not idealists, but merely human beings 
who cared about the people around them. In many 
cases they never planned to become rescuers and 
were totally unprepared for the moment in which 
they had to make such a far-reaching decision. They 
were ordinary human beings, and it is precisely their 
humanity that touches us and should serve as a 
model. So far Yad Vashem recognized Righteous 
from 44 countries and nationalities; there are 

About the Righteous 

“I believe  
that it was really due to  

Lorenzo that I am alive today; 
and not so much for his material 
aid, as for his having constantly 
reminded me by his presence… 

that there still existed a just world 
outside our own, something and 
someone still pure and whole… 

for which it was worth surviving” 
Primo Levi describes his rescuer, 

Lorenzo Perrone  
(If This Is A Man) 
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  Christians from all denominations and churches, 
Muslims and agnostics; men and women of all ages; 
they come from all walks of life; highly educated 
people as well as illiterate peasants; public figures as 
well as people from society's margins; city dwellers 
and farmers from the remotest corners of Europe; 
university professors, teachers, physicians, clergy, 
nuns, diplomats, simple workers, servants, resistance 
fighters, policemen, peasants, fishermen, a zoo 
director, a circus owner, and many more. 

Scholars have attempted to trace the characteristics 
that these Righteous share and to identify who was 
more likely to extend help to the Jews or to a 
persecuted person. Some claim that the Righteous 
are a diverse group and the only common 
denominator are the humanity and courage they 
displayed by standing up for their moral principles. 
Samuel P. Oliner and Pearl M. Oliner defined the 
altruistic personality. By comparing and contrasting 
rescuers and bystanders during the Holocaust, they 
pointed out that those who intervened were 
distinguished by characteristics such as empathy and 
a sense of connection to others. Nehama Tec who 
also studied many cases of Righteous, found a 
cluster of shared characteristics and conditions of 
separateness, individuality or marginality. The 
rescuers’ independence enabled them to act against 
the accepted conventions and beliefs. Bystanders 
were the rule, rescuers were the exception. However 
difficult and frightening, the fact that some found the 
courage to become rescuers demonstrates that some 
freedom of choice existed, and that saving Jews was 
not beyond the capacity of ordinary people 
throughout occupied Europe. The Righteous Among 
the Nations teach us that every person can make a 
difference. 

There were different degrees of help: some people 
gave food to Jews, thrusting an apple into their 
pocket or leaving food where they would pass on 
their way to work. Others directed Jews to people 
who could help them; some sheltered Jews for one 
night and told them they would have to leave in the 
morning. Only few assumed the entire responsibility 
for the Jews’ survival. It is mostly the last group that 
qualifies for the title of the Righteous Among the 
Nations. 

The main forms of help extended by the Righteous 
Among the Nations: Hiding Jews in the rescuers' 
home or on their property. In the rural areas in 
Eastern Europe hideouts or bunkers, as they were 
called, were dug under houses, cowsheds, barns, 
where the Jews would be concealed from sight. In 
addition to the threat of death that hung over the 
Jews' heads, physical conditions in such dark, cold, 
airless and crowded places over long periods of time 
were very hard to bear. The rescuers, whose life was 

terrorized too, would undertake to provide food – not 
an easy feat for poor families in wartime – removing 
the excrements, and taking care of all their wards' 
needs. 

Jews were also hidden in attics, hideouts in the 
forest, and in any place that could provide shelter 
and concealment, such as a cemetery, sewers, animal 
cages in a zoo, etc. Sometimes the hiding Jews were 
presented as non-Jews, as relatives or adopted 
children. Jews were also hidden in apartments in 
cities, and children were placed in convents with the 
nuns concealing their true identity. In Western 
Europe Jews were mostly hidden in houses, farms or 
convents. Providing false papers and false identities 
in order for Jews to assume the identity of non-Jews 
they needed false papers and assistance in 
establishing an existence under an assumed identity. 
Rescuers in this case would be forgers or officials 
who produced false documents, clergy who faked 
baptism certificates, and some foreign diplomats 
who issued visas or passports contrary to their 
country's instructions and policy. Diplomats in 
Budapest in late 1944 issued protective papers and 
hung their countries flags over whole buildings, so as 
to put Jews under their country's diplomatic 
immunity. Some German rescuers, like Oskar 
Schindler, used deceitful pretexts to protect their 
workers from deportation claiming the Jews were 
required by the army for the war effort. 

Smuggling and assisting Jews to escape – some 
rescuers helped Jews get out of a zone of special 
danger in order to escape to a less dangerous 
location. Smuggling Jews out of ghettos and prisons, 
helping them cross borders into unoccupied countries 
or into areas where the persecution was less intense, 
for example to neutral Switzerland, into Italian 
controlled parts where there were no deportations, or 
Hungary before the German occupation in March 
1944. 

The rescue of children parents were faced with 
agonizing dilemmas to separate from their children 
and give them away in the hope of increasing their 
chances of survival. In some cases children who 
were left alone after their parents had been killed 
would be taken in by families or convents. In many 
cases it was individuals who decided to take in a 
child; in other cases and in some countries, 
especially Poland, Belgium, Holland and France, 
there were underground organizations that found 
homes for children, provided the necessary funds, 
food and medication, and made sure that the children 
were well cared for. 

 
Copyright © 2016 Yad Vashem The Holocaust 

Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority 
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Lois Gunden  Righteous Among Nations Medal  Lois Gunden &  
children from orphanage 

Happy is he that considereth the poor; the LORD will deliver him in the day of evil. (Psalms 41:2) 
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http://www.yadvashem.org/yv/en/righteous/statistics.asp 

The numbers of Righteous are not necessarily an indication of the actual number of rescuers in 
each country, but reflect the cases that were made available to Yad Vashem.  

Numbers of Righteous Among the Nations 
per Country as of January 1, 2016 

Albania 75 Italy 671 

Armenia 24 Japan 1 

Austria 106 Latvia 135 

Belarus 618 Lithuania 889 

Belgium 1,707 Luxembourg 1 

Bosnia 42 Macedonia 10 

Brazil 2 Moldova 79 

Bulgaria 20 Montenegro 1 

Chile 1 Netherlands 5,516 

China 2 Norway 62 

Croatia 115 Peru 1 

Cuba 1 Poland 6,620 

Czech Republic 115 Portugal 3 

Denmark 22 Romania 60 

Ecuador 1 Russia 197 

Egypt 1 Serbia 135 

El Salvador 1 Slovakia 558 

Estonia 3 Slovenia 7 

France 3,925 Spain 7 

Georgia 1 Sweden 10 

Germany 587 Switzerland 47 

Great Britain 
(incl. Scotland) 

21 Turkey 1 

Greece 328 Ukraine 2,544 

Hungary 837 USA 5 

Indonesia 2 Vietnam 1 

Ireland 1  

Total: 26,119  
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Passover offers lessons in courage, past and present 
Passover has arrived and 
Jewish families on Hilton 
Head Island will partici-
pate in the ancient festive 
ritual. 
In the big theological pic-
ture, however, it is im-
portant to understand that 
the Exodus bequeath to 
Jewish history an expecta-
tion that God would - or at 
least could - save the Jew-
ish people from all their 
adversaries. The centuries 

have taught us, to the contrary, that God’s intervention 
with the plagues and the eventual deliverance of the Jew-
ish people from Egyptian bondage would never be repli-
cated for succeeding generations of Jews. 

In a spiritual sense, Passover builds upon the biblical 
account of history to inspire, comfort and teach the Jew-
ish people about memory and rejecting slavery of human 
beings as well as standing up like did Moses to Pharaoh 
to speak truth to power. Those are some of the powerful 
lessons of Passover. 

The Jewish community has learned that it only can rely 
upon itself when it comes to surviving outbreaks of vio-
lence and terrorism. Many interpret the signs and texts of 
the Passover story in light of the Holocaust and use it as 
a way of comparing two very different kinds of bondage 
under the reign of Pharaoh and Hitler. There are, in fact, 
similarities which show how both intended to destroy 
their Jewish populations, how they demonized the Jewish 
communities and how they instituted the selection pro-
cess of sending Jewish children to their deaths. 

Yet, in the case of the Exodus, Moses invited non-
Israelites who also yearned for freedom to go up with his 
people and participate in the march for freedom. In the 
biblical account, they are called the mixed multitude, and 
proudly the Israelites saved the non-Israelites who were 
also enslaved. 

In the case of the Holocaust, we know that non-Jews 
were either supportive of Nazi efforts to collect Jews or 
did nothing but stand by and watch as the Nazis disman-
tled and decimated Europe’s Jewish communities. Yet, 
there is a small but rich history of non-Jews, mostly 
Christian, who risked their lives to save Jews fleeing 
from the Nazis. 

After the war, the new state of Israel established a re-
search institution and museum - Yad v’Shem - in Jerusa-
lem that all tourists should visit. The Hebrew words are 
from the book of Isaiah: “And to them will I give in my 
house and within my walls a memorial and a name (yad 
v’shem) that shall not be cut off.” 

The idea here was to create an institution devoted to 
chronicling the truth of the Nazi period so that the world 

would never forget. The Israelis understood that right-
eous people of all faiths, Oskar Schindler for example, 
risked their lives to save Jews whenever and wherever 
they could. Some were simple families. Others were 
communal leaders, foreign diplomats and a few Christian 
clergy who defied the Nazis. They deserved to be recog-
nized as heroes and to be remembered in perpetuity for 
their bravery and courage. 

In January, President Obama spoke at the Israeli em-
bassy in Washington, D.C., in a special ceremony for 
four non-Jewish Americans who risked there lives in 
World War II to save Jews from genocide. 

One was a Mennonite woman who left her home in 
Goshen, Ind., to work at first in a refugee camp in the 
south of France protecting refugee children fleeing the 
Spanish Civil War. She saved hundreds of Jewish chil-
dren in France. She was arrested by the Gestapo and held 
under house arrest with other American officials until a 
prisoner swap was arranged. Her name was Lois Gunden 
and her niece lives on Hilton Head. That niece will tell 
her aunt’s story at Congregation Beth Yam’s annual Hol-
ocaust Memorial service. That service focuses on the 
heroic work of Christians and many others who hid and 
rescued Jewish people, especially children. 

These Righteous Among the Nations not only hid Jew-
ish people but they provided false papers and false identi-
ties and worked to assist Jews in their escape to nations 
not under German control. 

Yad v’Shem’s honor - called The Righteous Among 
the Nations - represents the Israeli and the Jewish people 
worldwide who are grateful for all those who did the 
right thing for their Jewish neighbors because of an in-
trinsic respect for human life. How can the Jewish people 
forget that when the value of remembering is so much 
part of Judaism’s ethos of remembering the Exodus and 
that Jews were slaves in Egypt? 

Today the enduring lessons of the Holocaust must 
serve as an ongoing teaching experience for young and 
old. The lesson is that standing up for righteousness is 
part and parcel of the good in all religions. 

As President Obama said at the induction ceremony, 
“And finally, all of us have a responsibility to speak out, 
and to teach what’s right to our children, and to examine 
our own hearts. That’s the lesson of the Righteous we 
honor today - the lesson of the Holocaust itself: Where 
are you? Who are you? That's the question that the Holo-
caust poses to us. We have to consider, even in moments 
of peril, even when we might fear for our own lives, the 
fact that none of us are powerless. We always have a 
choice. And today, for most of us, standing up against 
intolerance doesn’t require the same risks that those we 
honor took. It doesn’t require imprisonment or that we 
face down the barrel of a gun. It does require us to speak 
out. It does require us to stand firm. We know that evil 
can flourish if we stand idly by.” 

BY BRAD L. BLOOM  Special to the Packet/Gazette 
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Benjamin Eisinger 

“Even in darkness, it is possible to create light.” 
- Elie Wiesel, “Open Heart” 
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 A Holocaust Reflection 
An Essay by Cameron Wynne 

 Recently my 8th grade class from Hilton Head Prep went on a trip to Washington, D.C.  One of 
the museums we went to was the Holocaust Memorial Museum.   Considering that I have a Jew-
ish religious school background, I was shocked at how much I didn’t know about the Holocaust.  
The museum made me think hard and take in all this information that is really difficult to learn. 
 
     I learned a lot of very disturbing and sad things that I didn’t know before.  I saw the boxcar 
that the Jews traveled in to the concentration camps.  The boxcar was very small, and as I imag-
ined all the people that they stuffed in there, it made me realize how much they all suffered as 
they traveled in total fear and discomfort for many days.  Also, it was haunting to see all the 
signs at the entrances of the concentration camps and the hallways with names of everyone who 
was in the holocaust. There were thousands of people’s names.  
 
     Walking through the museum hallway with the pictures of victims of the Holocaust was so 
very sad.  It hurt me that innocent people both young and old were taken away by the Nazis. 
They were forced to leave, and there was no time for them to hide.  People got lost and separat-
ed from their families knowing they might never see them again.  
 
     Seeing all the shoes that people wore during the holocaust surprised me.  There were hun-
dreds of shoes. Knowing people died in these shoes, I realized that there was no way for them to 
escape.  They kept traveling to different concentration camps in them. The shoes were breaking, 
but their spirit, though damaged, remained.  Forced to give up their clothes, wear their uniforms, 
and have their numbers stamped on them, it was clear that they were just a number to the Nazis 
and no longer seen as a person. 
 
     Learning about the Holocaust is very important because millions of people were taken and 
killed by the Nazis.  This shows such a horrible a time in our collective history. This museum 
can change how people view and think about what happened during this ethnic genocide.  Actu-
ally visiting the museum gave me a visual about the Holocaust.  I think that everyone should 
learn about this tragedy because it is important history for all people regardless of their age or 
religion.  We should never forget that it happened, and by remembering it, we can help ensure 
that it will never happen again. 
 
     The Holocaust is very important for the Jewish people, and people in all communities, and 
congregations because we need to remember and honor the victims, and we also need to educate 
the children about what happened. More than half of the victims in the Holocaust were Jewish.  
Many survivors and their families still live today and come visit temples and synagogues to hon-
or those we have lost.  We need to celebrate Yom HaShoah and pray for everyone who died dur-
ing the Holocaust.  I was changed by what I learned, and I will never forget this important expe-
rience.  
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 Becca Keating 
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Senseless 

They took my eyes 

So I was blind- 

Delving further within the depths 

Of darkness.  I saw no 

Light. 

They took my ears 

And immersed me in silence- 

The sound of nothing 

Screaming louder than ever. I heard no 

Music. 

They took my touch 

So I could not feel- 

My hands and feet burning as I ran 

Across a hell within which I was trapped. I felt no 

Escape. 

They took my lips 

And I could no longer taste- 

It became so bitter it numbed my tongue 

And I had to spit upon the ground. I tasted no 

Sweetness. 

They took my scent 

So I could no longer smell- 

My nostrils burned with the stench of fire; 

Ashes of pain to which there was no cure. I smelled 

no 

Perfection. 

They tried to take my heart 

My mind 

My soul 

But they were not successful.  

Renewal 

Within the branches of the oak 

The whispers can be heard 

Of a time of poison seeping in 

Through each action-every word. 

Wind carries stories near and far 

Of cold and bitter pain 

To the small and dainty sapling 

Which appeared to be mundane. 

The sapling listens closely 

For she learned of the days past 

Whose effect remains upon the earth 

And will forever last. 

The sapling sees the roots upturned 

Although the tree is strong 

And she listens to the stories 

Of a world where she belongs. 

The oak grew strong every day 

In even the worst of weather 

And the sapling grows beside it too:  

Strong and tall together. 

Ashley Hamlin 
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I have never been more awed by children. 

Reading their poems, looking at their drawings of 

Despair 

Anguish 

Death 

Struggle 

Darkness 

Hate 

 

Were no match for their minds full of  

Confidence 

Fight 

Perseverance 

Butterflies 

Dreams 

Hope   
 

To be in such a situation,  

Where it seems like there is no hope 

 Where the walls are much too high 

  Where their innocence is no match for the pain 

   Where there suffering is enough for a lifetime 
 

And to still write about 

 Beauty 

  Nature 

   Hope  

    Happiness 

     Family 
 

Shows so much of such little people. 

It’s awe inspiring. 

Miyah Shatz 
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We are so rarely called upon to show great feats 
of strength 
of courage 
of faith. 
 

But when the world turned its back to our people 
plagued by ignorance and fear 
we were left with nothing. 
 

The strength 
the courage 
the faith 
the sheer amount of power 
shown by our people 
when their lives were taken from them 
is immeasurable. 
 

Our people over the years  
have endured such hardships 
it feels that we have long ago done our time. 
 

But even when God is silent  
in our times of need 
we know He is watching over us 
and our strength 
our courage 
our faith  
will carry us through 
as it has done time and time again 
when our people have faced injustice  
throughout history 
 

And God did carry us through 
this time of darkness 
and our people prevailed  

stronger than ever 
more courageous than ever 
with more faith than ever. 
 

Now that the darkness is behind us 
our people can once again live  
by our own ways 
free to express our beliefs and values. 
 

We can watch the sun rise and fall 
without having to look through bars of imprisonment. 
We can eat as we want 
without the fullness of our stomachs being determined 
by those who mean us harm. 
We can breathe freely 
without worrying that it might be our last breath. 
 

This perseverance could have never been reached  
based on the sole power of God. 
The Jewish people 
who survived the sinful reign of the Nazis 
during the Holocaust  
are the true heroes. 
 

Had they not shown a strength  
never before exhibited by a human being 
we could not live as we do today 
with the strength 
the courage  
the faith 
we possess today thanks to the example set  
by our survivors. 
 

Thank you. 

Ariel Shatz 
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M y father was born in Paris in 1894 the oldest in 
a family that was not too well off. He served during 
the 1st world war; both he and my mother lost a 
brother during that war. He was decorated with both 
the Médaille Militaire and the Croix de Guerre. He 
enter the theological seminary of the French reformed 
church in Paris and was ordained as a minister. He 
served a number of years in various parishes and 
during that time went to medical school. After medical 
school and a residency in psychiatry he opened a 
private residential clinic in 1931 in a small village six 
miles from Compiègne, itself 50 miles north of Paris. 
By the way Compiègne is where Hitler danced his 
famous jig! 

After the invasion in 1940 the Germans took over 
the clinic and made it into a medical facility but they 
left it the following year and my fathe reopened it. I 
don’t know how he started hosting Jews in the clinic. I 
know that he worked with an underground group that 
worked placing Jews in safe places. A clinic in the 
woods with mostly sick but not violent people was a 
good place. I know that there were 12 people hidden 
there the day we were liberated. When I say hidden, 
they were not. They came they went, as long as they 
did not leave the property which fortunately was large 
to avoid being picked up by a patrol which could have 
tipped the authorities as to what was going on there. 
The Germans came by to inspect the clinic at times 

and I think the fact that my father spoke fluent 
German had a lot to do with impressing them. At the 
time that the Germans drove up the order went out for 
everyone to “take a nap”and not budge from their 
room. There were a couple of rather agitated patients 
and my father would lecture on schizophrenia about 
them and it seemed to frighten the officers as if it 
might be catching.  

He had worked out a system to deal with the ration 
books. The ration books of the Jews were stamped 
with the word “JUIF” in huge red letters. Going to the 
town clerk for one’s rations would give them away. 
Given where the clinic was it was a village clerk and 
my father never took the cards to him. He clipped all 
the coupons and took those to the village clerk. People 
liked my father, he treated the villagers for nothing 
though they would bring him some goodies in return. 
But that is not enough to ensure that one won’t be 
denounced to the authorities. They respected him and 
they appreciated his earthy sense of humor. 

I worked at the clinic vacations and that is why I 
said that he did put our heads on the block along with 
his. Had we been found out we would all have been 
sent with the other millions who got caught. You 
asked if I felt scared a couple of times, yes, very much 
so–especially at the very end before we were liberated 
and we had this German battery on the grounds. 

Among the people hiding there were two Polish 
doctors–they said they were brother and sister but it 

The stories keep coming...André Hammel   (1894-1965) 

    Dr. André Hammel was 
a minister in the Reformed 
Church of France who had 
received several medals for 
his bravery in World War I. 
After training in psychiatry, 
he ran a small mental 
hospital in the middle of 
the Compiègne Forest 
(département of Oise) 
named Bethanie. Hammel 
was also the mayor of St.-
Jean-aux-Bois, the small 
village where his hospital 

was located. In 1942-1944, Hammel hid eleven Jews 
in his hospital for various periods of time. These 
refugees were referred to him by a Protestant network. 
Among those who survived with Hammel’s 
assistance were Nicole Kahn, Olga Poliakoff-
Rabinovitch and her daughter Veronique (both of 
whom joined the shelter in the hospital in the spring of 

1944), Tanya Metzel (Veronique's half sister), and a 
Jewish couple of physicians from Poland by the name 
of Jossipovitch. Dr. Hammel treated his wards 
devotedly and generously and camouflaged them as 
“patients” with false names and identification cards. 
He provided food and care. In times of danger, during 
unexpected visits from the Germans, whose units were 
stationed in the area, or bombing, he hid the fugitives 
in the basement. Georgette, Hammel’s wife, helped 
her husband take care of both the real patients and the 
Jewish refugees during this time. She died suddenly of 
an asthma attack at the age of forty-four while getting 
ready to take a train to visit her son Jean-Pierre, a 
Resistance member who had been interned in the Fort 
Montluc detention camp. Thus, Hammel was left 
alone with five children to raise. Despite the heavy 
burden, Hammel did not abandon his mission and 
continued to take care of his Jewish refugees. 
    On August 27, 1996, Yad Vashem recognized 
André and Georgette Hammel as Righteous 
Among the Nations.  

http://yadmedia.yadvashem.org/yadvashem/Righteous_Among_The_Nations/klali/H/7293.JPG
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did not fool us. We had figured that they were 
married, a young Polish girl about my age who is still 
alive in Paris. A delightful woman, Madame 
Rabinowitz, who did not even use an alias as most 
people did and whose, then little girl, lives in Tel 
Aviv. A woman whose name escapes me who was a 
fine pianist and whose son was a major in the free 
French forces in London. And a delightful couple 
brother and sister; he had been a well known piano 
dealer in Paris. Of course most used false names and 

identity papers and one of the first things after we 
were liberated was for everyone to share their real 
names.  

My father was not a saint. he was not a great father 
and he was a pretty bad husband but he was bigger 
than life when it came to courage and he deserved the 
medal which he never sought.           

 
Geneviève Geer 

“In those times, there was darkness everywhere. In heaven and on earth, the gates of compassion seemed 
to have been closed. The killer killed and the Jews died and the outside world adopted an attitude of 
complicity or of indifference. Only a few had the courage to care.  These few men and women were 
vulnerable, afraid, helpless - what made them different from their fellow citizens?...Why were there so 
few?...Let us remember: what hurts the victim most is not the cruelty of the oppressor but the silence of 
the bystander...let us not forget, after all, there is always a moment when moral choice is made...and so 
we must know these good people who helped Jews during the holocaust.  We must learn from them, and in 
gratitude and hope, we must remember them.  
  

Elie Wiesel 

Wall of Honor # 5 
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Join Now: Our Temple family cordially invites you to become a member. Resident and 
Affiliate (nonresident) memberships are available. Become an integral part of our 
growing membership. Call the temple office (843-689-2178) for an application. We look 
forward to greeting you as a member. 
 

Please call for information on our Voluntary Dues Program for new members.  
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